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Evidence in focus
Effective management of biofilms and local infections
using the new infection management (IM) pathway

Plus points
The IM pathway:

Enables appropriate
diagnosis and treatment
of biofilms and local
infections1

Supports consistent
and confident management
of infected wounds
to improve outcomes1

Directs treatment
of biofilms and local
infections with topical
antimicrobials1

Background1
C H A L L E N G E S O F T R E AT I N G
BIOFILMS AND LOCAL INFECTIONS

An international survey was conducted in February 2020
Of respondents:

33%

40%

could not differentiate
between biofilms
and local infections

60%

manage biofilms
and local infections
differently in practice

do not follow
a biofilm-specific
pathway

(418 respondents; 82% completion rate; 72% wound care specialists,
majority [77%] from New Zealand, Australia, USA, Europe)

Survey results suggest that non-specialists need support
and guidance with managing biofilms and local infections
and so the IM pathway tool was developed

The IM pathway1
SIMPLIFYING WOUND INFECTION
ASSESSMENT AND DIAGNOSIS

Simple, evidence-based, easy-to-use tool
created by an international multidisciplinary
expert panel to:
Simplify differentiation and diagnosis
of biofilms and local infections
Guide early and appropriate management
and selection of antimicrobials, supporting
antimicrobial stewardship
Promote effective and consistent care among
specialists and non-specialists
Prompt referral and facilitate communication
among the multidisciplinary team
Click to view

IM pathway specifics
USE OF TOPICAL ANTIMICROBIALS

How does the IM pathway address the key challenge
of differential treatment of biofilms and local infections?
Comprehensive assessment
of wound using A B C D E approach1

Biofilms1*

Local infections1†

• Repeated aggressive debridement
and cleansing per local protocol

• Debridement and cleansing
per local protocol

• Manage suspected biofilm with
IODOSORB◊ 0.9% Cadexomer
Iodine Ointment / IODOFLEX◊
0.9% Cadexomer Iodine Dressing

• Manage local bioburden
and infection with ACTICOAT◊
Antimicrobial Barrier Dressing,
a nanocrystalline silver
(NCS) dressing

“In vivo and in vitro evidence suggests
sustained-release iodine can penetrate
biofilms more effectively than silver” 2-4

“After 2 weeks of use, NCS dressings have
been shown to reduce the clinical signs
of infection in 60% of chronic wounds” 5

Step-down / step-up approach1

Two-week challenge approach1†

After starting with a multi-treatment
approach, treatment can either:

After two weeks
of treatment:

Step down
to reduce treatment
with improvement
and move
to standard care

Step up
to introduce
advanced therapies,
such as negative
pressure wound
therapy

Discontinue
if resolved

Continue if
progressing

Consider
alternative
if no change

*Biofilm suspected when antibiotic / antimicrobial treatments have failed
†
Spreading / systemic infections are referred to specialists and treated with systemic antibiotics

IM pathway in practice
C L I N I C A L I M P L I C AT I O N S

The IM pathway is designed to guide specialists
and non-specialists in assessment and management
of suspected biofilms or local wound infections,
and promote consistency of care to help
improve patient outcomes and reduce costs
if complications are prevented.1

For detailed product information, including indications for use, contraindications,
precautions and warnings, please consult the product’s applicable Instructions
for Use (IFU) prior to use.
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